Bidding you a Season of Joy! As we celebrate the holidays, here are the latest Unit updates,
highlights, and happenings from our bridge community.

First up—great news. As noted in our most recent Unit 539 e-blast, we are returning to the
Soledad Club for our 1st- and 3rd-Sunday unit games at 1:00 p.m. beginning in 2026. With
ceiling repairs now complete, we will celebrate with a Grand Reopening Event on Sunday,
January 4, 2026. Hospitality will begin at 12:30 p.m., followed by the game at 1:00 p.m. Both
our Open and 699er sections will be offered as Junior Fund games, awarding the maximum
masterpoints permitted. We will also have free ACBL 2026 calendars available at the tables
while supplies last, along with an NABC information and merchandise table featuring details
about the upcoming Fall NABC in San Diego and logoed hoodies and polo shirts for sale.

RSVPs are required for table count, so please email Lamya at lamya.agelidis@gmail.com. If you
need a partner, please contact Bridget Poizner at bridgefun1430@gmail.com. We hope to see
you there!

Another highlight for our Unit, and something we are very proud of, is the continued success of
our Intro to Bridge program. In 2023, former board member Wayne Sottosanti proposed launching
our first classes at the library. Former board member Sam Madison volunteered as the first
instructor in fall 2023, followed by Wirt Gilliam, who taught from January 2024 through July
2025. In fall 2025, Osher Lifetime Learning Institute invited Wirt to teach an Intro to Bridge class.
With support from a District 22 grant, Patrick Staley taught a more advanced class for program
graduates at the library. The average class size has been about 18 students. These classes have
increased participation in Unit games, and Wirt and Patrick will continue teaching in 2026. Special
thanks to Bridget Poizner for coordinating both programs and serving as liaison to Unit games,
and to Selby Winkler and other volunteers for their ongoing classroom support.

As we look back on a successful year, we have much to celebrate. In 2025, our Unit hosted regular
Unit games each month, two successful Open Sectionals (one co-hosted with the La Jolla Unit),
and one Non-Life Master Sectional, while continuing to grow the game through our Intro to Bridge
classes at the library. We also proudly hosted a very successful Longest Day event in support of
the Alzheimer’s Association, including a Pro-Am auction that raised over $20,000. Additionally,
thanks to the generosity of our bridge community, we raised over $40,000 to support Ray’s surgical
missions abroad, funding life-changing care for children, restoring sight, and providing vital
healthcare in underserved communities.

This year, our Board introduced catered hospitality at every Unit game, which was very well
received and generated excellent feedback from our members. At the May 18 membership
meeting, Unit President Lamya Agelidis reported that, even before the June 30 fiscal year-end, the
Unit remains financially strong. The Unit is fortunate to have the ongoing leadership and teamwork
of the San Diego Unit 539 Board—Lamya, John, Kathy, Greg, Marjorie, Jane, Robin, Bridget, and
Mark.

For additional details, schedules, and updates, please visit our Unit website at
https://sandiegobridge.com/.



https://sandiegobridge.com/

As the year comes to a close, we wish you a wonderful holiday season. Thank you for a remarkable
year and for your continued support, participation, and generosity. May the year ahead be filled
with good cards, great partners, plenty of smiles, and many grand slams along the way.

Happy 2026! é @ @ &



